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[0 O News that police in Leeds are looking for an American in their search for the man who murdered one of
theircolleagues on Boxing Day fits with the way that gun crime has changed over the past decade. The pattern of
of-fences involving guns looks more and more like that in America: random, careless shootings have replaced
thecarefully-planned bank robberies of old.[0 0 Improvements in technology such as tracking devices, hidden
cameras have hardened banks, vans and othertraditionally lucrative targets so much that pulling on a mask scarcely
seems worthwhile. Thisyear, England and Wales saw just 250 bank and building society
robberies&mdash;&mdash;down from 1 400 in 2001. Thesedays, most armed robberies take place on the streets
and in shops. In this new environment, old tools and tech-niques are of little use. Sazvn-off shotguns are handy for
robbing banks, mostly for reasons ofpresentation: they make a terrific noise when fired at the ceiling or floor, and
are menacing enough to project athreat through bulletproof glass. They are less useful for robbing todays
&quot;soft&quot; targets, though, so they havemostly been discarded. Sawn-off shotguns were used in just 201
robberies last year&mdash;&mdash;a third the figure of a dec-ade ago&mdash;&mdash;while almost were done
with handguns.[J [J Roger Matthews, professor of criminology at Middlesex University, says that armed robbery
isbecoming Americanized, both in the sense that Britain is moving towards late-night convenience store
robberies,and also in the sense that anyone can do it. The rise of unskilled robbery&mdash;&mdash;criminals with
guns and no previousexperience&mdash;&mdash;is bad news for shop workers, who are less well trained in dealing
with guns than are bank tellers;it is also bad for the police, who tend to find ill-thought-out crimes harder to solve
than planned ones.[J [J For the most part, old dogs disdain the new tricks. Officers in the Flying
Squad&mdash;&mdash;the arm of the LondonMetropolitan Police that deals with armed
robbery&mdash;&mdash;say that professional robbers tend to follow defined tracks.Betting shop specialists will
rarely rob post offices, for example.[] [ With their chosen targets now out of reach, most of the men who terrified
Britains cities in the 1980s havesimply left the business. But not all have gone clean. To repeat Willie Sutton, a
legendary American robber,people used to hold up banks because thats where the money was. These days it isin
the international drugstrade, so they gave up robbing. This trade is where many of the old-timers have gone.1.
Which of the following is true about the gun murder on Boxing Day? A) It is a well-organized deliberate robbery.
B) Itis a careless shooting without any planning. C) Itis a gun crime carried out in traditional way. D) Itisa gun
crime involving very advanced guns.2. Why do criminals give up robbing the traditionally lucrative places? A) Old
tools and techniques used by criminals are useless in these places now. B) Modern guns cannot make a terrific noise
to menace people in these places. C) Modern devices and technological improvement protect these places. D)
Robbing these places is not so profitable and worthwhile as before.3. In what way armed robberies are
Americanized in Britain? A) Handguns instead of sbotguias are used in armed robberies. B) Convenience stores
become the targets at night and the criminals are not professional. C) British police find it is very difficult to crack
the crime as American police. D) There is a sharp rise of robberies committed by Americans in Britain.4. What
does the author mean by saying &quot;old dogs disdain the new tricks&quot;(Line 1, Para. 4)?[]
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