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[0 O What Should You Ask About Your Childs Prescription?] [1 First, be sure it is really necessary, says
Wooltorton."A lot of children dont always need prescriptions for a lot of things. Ear infections are an example of
when antibiotics are sometimes,but not always, necessary. But there is a tendency in our society to want our kids to
be like us.We want to get back to work. We want them to get ,back to school. We want a quick fix. Buthow will we
know the drug is workingd

A child with asthma, for example, is usually given a couple of medications. One will be to open the airways. He
should feel better after the first dose.If he doesnt, we have a problem. The other medication is used to reduce
inflammation. This will decrease the number of acute breathless episodes, but it takes time to have an effect." Find
out how long your physician has been using the drug, says Rieder, and what the experience has been like. Your
doctor may know quite a lot about the drug, even if it is being used off-label.(J [0 What Should Parents Watch Out
ford

[0 O Dr. Michael Kramer, of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, says you should contact your physician "if
your child is very sleepy or is agitated and unable to sleep. You should also be concerned about any rashes that
cause blistering or hives." When you pick up a medication at the drugstore, it often comes with a list of potential
side effects. Maura MacPhee, who teaches in the School of Nursing at the University of British Columbia, says, "this
Is generic information.Before leaving the physicians office, make sure you know what side effects are the ones you
need to worry about with your child."[J [0 How Safe Is the System[]

O O In the last 25 to 30 years, we have seen significant advances in the treatment of childhood leukemia. "When |
was training 30 years ago," says Dane man, "childhood leukemia had an 80-percent mortality rate; now the survival
rate is better than 80 percent.” Another important development: More drugs are being tested now in children.
Daneman says: "if you look at the number of studies that go on, there are many more in the last five to eight years
than there were 20 or30 years ago."1. Which of the following is requested by Health Canada before it permits a drug
to be sold[]

O O AO The size and the weight of the drug.[J [0 BO The suggested price of the drug..0 O CO The results of
clinical trials of the drug.J O DO The production budget of the drug.[J O 2. Who is seen by Dr. Denis Daneman
as a highly vulnerable group

O O AO Pregnantwomen. [0 B[O Children.[0 [0 CO Elderly people over 70.0 (O DO Middle-aged men.[]

[0 3. How many kinds of drugs are now used by children off-lable[]

00O A0 840.0 O BO 60.00 O CO 1400.0 O DO 560.00 [J 4. Depo Provera is a drug that can result in
adolescents .0 O A0 stomach upsettd O BO low blood pressurel] [0 CO high cholesterollJ OO DO decreased
bone density[] [1 5. Some minor and long-term side effects were not reported dueto .00 O A[J patients
ignorancel] J BO lack of financial incentived O CO doctors irresponsibility] [0 DO shortage of health workers
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