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00 O Exercise[] 2[0 [0 PART I DICTATIONO O Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be
read to you four times. During the first reading,which will be read at normal speed, listen and try to understand the
meaning. For the second and third readings,the passage will be read sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase, with
intervals of 15 seconds. The last readingwill be read at normal speed again and during this time you should check
your work. You will then be given 2minutes to check through your work once more.[J O Now listen to the
passage.[]1 [0 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS IN THE USO O Christmas season is the most festive time of the
year in the United States. / Many families go away for the holidays, / perhaps to ski in Colorado or to swim and
sunbathe in Florida. / Those who stay at home have fun,too. / There are numerous parties to celebrate the birth of
Christ. / In the US, the spirit of Christmas arrives about a month before the holiday itself. / Late in November,[]

[1 street lights and store windows / are decorated with the traditional Christmas colors of red and green. /
Snow-men, Santa Claus, shepherds, angels and Nativity scenes appear in countless shop windows. / Families
decoratetheir homes, inside and out, / with colored lights and evergreens. /L] O Many families go to church on
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning. / After servicesthey gather aroundthe Christmas tree and open their gifts. /
Then they sit down to enjoy a traditional Christmas dinner/---tur-key, sweet potatoes, fruit cake, plum pudding
and so on. / The second and third readings. You should begin writing now.
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