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" EXCEPT FOR THEIR GUITARS, JOHN LENNON AND PAUL McCartney didn't seem to have much in
common when theymet that hot summer day in Liverpool. For one thing, John was al-most two years older than
Paul. He was born on October 9, 1940.Paul was born on June 18, 1942. John's family was middle class.Paul's was
working class. In England at the time, these differencescould mean a lot. Some people would not associate with
members ofa different class. There were other differences as well. In school, Paul was a moreattentive student.
John would cut class and toss erasers, getting introuble. By modem standards, these antics don't seem very bad. At
thetime, however, they were serious enough to label John a troublemaker. On the other hand, the boys had some
important things incommon. Both had gone through difficult family trials. Paul's motherdied a few months before
the pair met. John's father abandoned Johnand his mother soon after John was born. Though his mother
livednearby, John was raised by his mother's sister and her husband, Mimiand George Smith. George, who was
very close to John, died whenJohn was thirteen. Both boys grew up in families and a city that had seen betterdays.
Located at the mouth of the Mersey River in northwesternEngland, Liverpool had many factories as well as an
importantseaport. The Germans had bombed much of the city during World War I1. It was rebuilt after the war,
but changes in the British and world economy made Liverpool less important than it had once been. By the 1950s,
many of its industries were struggling or had moved away. The city's many working-class people often had a hard
time finding jobs and paying for necessities . ~ Still, Liverpool was an important port for ships traveling to and from
the United States. Americans often came to the city, bringing with them American goods, American music, and
American ideas. Because it was an industrial city as well as a seaport, Liverpool had a reputation as a tough place,
much as American cities such as Pittsburgh and Detroitdo. Both the American influence and the tough-guy image
would beimportant to Lennon and McCartney as they honed their musical skills.  The fact that Liverpool was
relatively far from London also playeda role in Lennon and McCartney's future. At the time, the importantEnglish
recording companies were located in London. Many people therelooked down on musical groups from outside the
city, especially thosefrom working-class towns like Liverpool. This attitude presented onemore barrier for the
young musicians to overcome. The most important things John Lennon and Patti McCattney had in com-mon
were their creativity and intelligence. Once they met, they egged eachother on to improve their musical skills and
learn more. Something sparked inthat hot church hall in 1957. It quickly grew into a raging inferno "That wasthe
day," Lennon later said, "the day | met Paul, that it started moving." A few days later, Lennon had a friend ask
McCartney if he'd care tojoin the Quarry Men. SKIFFLE The Quarry Men were named after Quarry Bank
School, the school the original members attended. The band played skiffle i41, a cross between American bluegrass,
country, rhythm and blues , and early rock roll music. An English style, skiffie had a primitive sound that featured
ban-jos and a washboard. Washboards were used to clean clothesin the days before families had home washing
machines. Rub-bing a hard object across the surface of a washboard produced ashuffling kind of percussion sound.

The teenage Quarry Men weren't very good at first. JohnLennon didn't even know how to tune his guitar when
Paul methim. But they were willing to learn, and they put in long hourspracticing and listening to rock 'n' roll
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music. Learning was anadventure. One day, McCartney and Lennon journeyed by busacross the city to meet a
guitarist who could show them how toplay B7, a common guitar chord in rock music. Another day, theyhunted
down someone with a hard-to-find American record. Most people, including their relatives, didn't think much
ofmusic as a career. Paul's father had played piano and trumpetwith his own band during the 1920s. But he gave up
music for asteady job in the cotton trade, where he worked as a salesmanafter the war. John's aunt, Mimi Smith, was
a strict though lov-ing guardian. She bought him his first guitar, but she wasn't en-thusiastic about music. "A
guitar's all right," she used to tellhim. "But you'll never earn your living by it." P12-17
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