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[0 O The paragraph can be defined as a group of related sentences about a single topic. The topic is the one thing
the paragraph is about, and every sentence and idea contained in the paragraph relates to the topic. The main idea,
what the author wants to communicate about the topic, is the central or most important thought in the paragraph.
Every other sentence and idea in the paragraph is related directly or indirectly to the main idea. The sentence that
expresses this idea is called the topic sentence. Details offer the proof, support, explanation, reason, or examples
that help to explain the paragraphs main idea.(J O In order to understand a paragraph, a reader must be able to
identify the topic, main idea, and details correctly. In the following paragraph, each of these parts is identified.]

(I The topic of a paragraph is the subject of the whole paragraph. It is the one thing that the whole paragraph is
about. Usually, the topic of a paragraph can be expressed in two or three words. To get at the topic of a paragraph,
ask yourself this question: What is the one thing the author is discussing throughout the paragraph(]

Read the following example.[J [0 Magazines are a channel of communication halfway between newspapers and
books. Unlike newspapers or books, however, many of the most influential magazines are difficult or impossible to
purchase at newsstands. With their color printing and slick paper [J in most cases[] , magazines have become a
showplace for exciting graphics. Until the 1940s most consumer magazines offered a diverse menu of both fiction
and nonfiction articles and miscellany such as poetry and short humor selections. With television providing a
heavy quotient of entertainment for the American home, many magazines have discovered a strong demand for
nonfiction articles, their almost exclusive content today.
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