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For more than two billion years, living organisms have procreated, faithfully transmitting their hereditary
information frum one generation to the next. Genetics is the study of how this hereditary informatinn is organized,
expressed, and inherited. You are about to begin a fascinating and challenging study that will greatly expand your
perception of the world. Genetics is a central theme of modern biology. It is a rapidly progressing science that
touches all of humanity through its applications in medicine and agriculture. Each week, exciting discoveries in
genetics appear in news reports, generating both hope and fear among the public. Hope that scientists will develop
more effective treatments for genetic disorders, diseases,and cancer, and discover ways to produce more food for
an ever increasing world population. Fear that some people might misuse the powerful tools of genetic research,or
that the benefits of genetic research may fail to reach those who need them the most. Such hopes and fears can be
properly addressed only with a correct understanding of the principles of genetics and their applicatinns.
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