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O O O As the carriers of Chinese traditional culture, the fourtreasures of the study [1 writing brush, ink stick, ink
slab andpaper[] are gradually being lost. The four treasures are lesspracticed in art today than the old times. As a
branch of theculture industry, room for market development is narrow for thefour treasures of the study. At
present, the writing brush made inHuzhou, Zhejiang, ranking No. 1 among the four treasures, isonly produced by
650,000 every year, half of which wereexported. 3"he famous Xuan paper is not fairing any better. Everyyear a
quarter of the output is sold abroad. Apart from thesementioned above, the backward methods of production,
highwaste and cost, disproportion between value and price, andthe lack of succeeding technicians create difficulties
for thesetraditions. Stuck in such a situation, the declaration of intangible heritage is expected to raise up people's
consciousness onthe traditional culture. Official approval is not the point; the pointis to carry on and develop the
treasures our fathers left on a basisof sincere respect. This task is not only for the few cultural elite,but also ibr all of
us——ordinary Chinese people. Being listed inthe intangible cultural heritage is in truth not enough, while
thewidespread use is the only way out. Setting up special shows for the four treasures of the studyin the places of
interest during the holidays is a good idea. Tourists can have the opportunity to experience and feel thecharm of
traditional culture as they visit the sights. The morediversified function of the four treasures, the more
marketingopportunities.
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