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0000 [A]Itcould be that we are evolving two communities of social scientists: one that is
discipline-orientedand publishing in highly specialized journals, and one that is problem-oriented and
publishingelsewhere, such as policy briefs. [B] However, the numbers are still small: in 2010, about 1,600 of the
100,000 social-sciences paperspublished globally included one of these keywords. [C] The idea is to force social
scientists to integrate their work with other categories, including health anddemographic change; food security;
marine research and the bio-economy; clear, efficient energy; andinclusive, innovative and secure societies. [D]
The solution is to change the mindset of the academic community, and what it considers to be its maingoal. Global
challenges and social innovation ought to receive much more attention from scientists,especially the young ones.
[E] These issues all have root causes in human behavior: all require behavioral change and socialinnovations, as
well as technological development. Stemming climate change, for example, is as muchabout changing
consumption patterns and promoting tax acceptance as it is about developing cleanenergy. [F] Despite these
factors, many social scientists seem reluctant to tackle such problems. And in Europe,some are up in arms over a
proposal to drop a specific funding category for social-science researchand to integrate it within cross-cutting
topics of sustainable development. [G] During the late 1990s, national spending on social sciences and the
humanities as a percentage of allresearch and development funds-including government, higher education,
non-profit andcorporate-varied from around 4% to 25%; in most European nations, it is about 15%.
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