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00 O O O Supporters of the surgery say the sisters, intelligent and well-educated law schoolgraduates, understood
the risks and had every right to take them. Critics argue that therisks were too high and that doctors had an ethical
obligation to say no.The decision to operate was defended by Dr. Benjamin S. Carson, who was part of the team of
doctors to work on the Bijanis. Dr. Carson was called in by doctors in Singa-pore because he had separated several
sets of infants joined at the head. At a press conference in Singapore shortly after the women died, Dr. Carson said
they were so determined to be separated that he felt compelled to try to help them, adding, "I was convinced the
ywould seek separation no matter who performed the surgery. "Dr. Mark Siegler, director of the MacLean Ethics
Center at the University of Chicago, said that even though the twins consented to the operation, it violated ethical
standards for experimental surgery and should not have been done. What made him oppose the surgery was the 50
percent risk of death. "You need responsible judgment on the part ofthe surgeon. " he said. "For an operation that
was not medically necessary, a 50 percentrisk of death was too high. Such high risks are acceptable when a patient is
likely to diewithout surgery. But that wasn't the case here, where the surgery was done not to savelives but primarily
to meet the psychological needs of the twins. " Dr. Siegler said it wasalso troubling that the team in Singapore had
decided to go ahead with the operation eventhough other surgeons had declined on at least two occasions, saying it
was too dangerous and likely to kill one or both twins. And he questioned the surgeons’ decision to proceed atthe
representative's request when their medical judgment seemed to suggest a differentcourse.
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