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[0 O The account we received of his life and character from some old people at Ecton, | remember, struck you as
something extraordinary, from its similarity to what you knew of mine.lJ [0 "Had he died on the same day, " you
said, "one might have supposed a reincarnation.”[J [J John was bred a dyer, | believe of woolens. Benjamin was
bred a silk dyer, serving as assistant at London. He was an ingenious man. | remember him well, for when | was a
boy he came over to my father in Boston, and lived in the house with us some years. He lived to a great age. His
grandson, Samuel Franklin, now lives in Boston. He left behind him two volumes of his own poetry, consisting of
little occa- sional pieces addressed to his friends and relations, of which the fol- lowing, sent to me, is a specimen.
He had formed a shorthand of his own, which he taught me, but, never practicing it, I have now forgot it.[1 | was
named after this uncle, there being a particular affection between him and my father. He was very religious, a great
attender of priests" speeches, which he took down in his shorthand, and had with him many volumes of them. He
was also much of a politician; too much, perhaps, for his station. There fell lately into my hands, in London, a
collection he had made of all the principal pamphlets, re- lating to public affairs, from 1641 to 1717. A dealer in old
books met with them, and knowing me by my sometimes buying of him, he brought them to me. It seems my uncle
must have left them here, when he went to America, which was about fifty years since.[] [J This obscure family of
ours was early in the Reformation, and continued Protestants through the reign of Queen Mary, when they were
sometimes in danger of trouble on account of their zeal against the pope. They had got an English Bible, and to
conceal and secure it, it was fastened open with tapes under and within the cover of a joint-stool. When my
great-great-grandfather read it to his family, he turned up the joint-stool upon his knees, turning over the leaves
then under the tapes. One of the children stood at the door to give notice if he saw the officer of the spiritual court
coming. In that case the stool was turned down again upon its feet, when the Bible remained con- cealed under it as
before. This story I heard from my uncle Benjamin.[J [0 The family continued with the Church of England till
about the end of Charles the Seconds reign, when some of the ministers that had been removed for holding
religious gatherings in Northamptonshire. Benjamin and Josiah adhered to them, and so continued all their lives:
the rest of the family remained with the Episcopal Church.[0 [0 Josiah, my father, married young, and carried his
wife with three children into New England, about 1682. The religious gatherings hav- ing been forbidden by law,
and frequently disturbed, moved some considerable men of his acquaintance to remove to that country, and he was
prevailed with to accompany them there, where they expected to enjoy their mode of religion with freedom. By the
same wife he had four children more born there, and by a second wife ten more, in all seventeen; of which |
remember thirteen sitting at one time at his table, who all grew up to be men and women, and married; | was the
youngest son, and the youngest child but two, and was born in Boston, New England. My mother, the second wife,
was Abiah Folger, daugh- ter of Peter Folger, one of the first settlers of New England, of whom honorable mention
is made by Cotton Mather in his church history of that country, entitled Magnalia Christi Americana, as "a
religious, learned Englishman," if | remember the words correctly. | have heard that he wrote many small occasional
pieces, but only one of them was printed, which | saw now many years since. It was written in 1675, in the verse of
that time and people, and addressed to those then con- cerned in the government there. It was in favor of liberty of
con- science, and in behalf of the Baptists, Quakers, and other groups that had been under persecution, ascribing
the Indian wars, and other dis- tresses that had fallen upon the country, to that persecution, as so many judgments
of God to punish so evil an offense, and calling for the removal of those laws. The whole appeared to me as written
with a good deal of decent simplicity and manly freedom. The last few lines, | remember, explained that his
criticism proceeded from goodwill, and, therefore, he would be known to be the author.[1 [0 My elder brothers
were all made assistants to different trades. | was put in grammar-school at eight years of age, my father intending to
devote me, as the tithe of his sons, to the service of the Church. My early eagerness to learn to read] [ which must
have been very ear- ly, as | do not remember when | could not readd , and the opinion of all his friends, that |
should certainly make a good scholar, encour- aged him in this purpose of his. My uncle Benjamin, too, approved
of it, and proposed to give me all his shorthand volumes of religious lec- tures, I suppose as a stock to set up with, if
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I would learn his charac- ter. | continued, however, at the grammar-school not quite one year, though in that time |
had risen gradually from the middle of the class of that year to be the head of it, and farther was removed into the
next class above it, in order to go with that into the third at the end of the year. But my father, in the meantime,
from a view of the expense of a college education, which having so large a family he could not well afford.
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