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[0 O often overflows and along which, at the base and in the rearof the row of buildings, the track of many languid
years isseen in a border of unthrifty grass——nhere, with a view fromits front windows adown this not very
enlivening prospect,and thence across the harbours.tands a spacious edifice ofbrick. From the loftiest point of its
roof, during preciselythree and a half hours of each forenoon.floats or droops,in breeze or calm, the banner of the
republic; but with thethirteen stripes turned vertically, instead of horizontally,and thus indicating that a civil, and
not a military, post ofUncle Sam's government is here established. Its front isornamented with a portico of
half-a-dozen wooden pillars,supporting a balcony, beneath which a flight of widegranite steps descends towards the
street Over the entrancehovers an enormous specimen of the American eagle, withoutspread wings, a shield before
her breast, and, if | recollectaright, a bunch of intermingled thunderbolts and barbedarrows in each claw. With the
customary infirmity of temperthat characterizes this unhappy fowl, she appears by thefierceness of her beak and
eye, and the general truculencyof her attitude, to threaten mischief to the inoffensivecommunity; and especially to
warn all citizens careful oftheir safety against intruding on the premises which sheovershadows with her wings.
Nevertheless, vixenly asshe looks.many people are seeking at this very momentto shelter themselves under the wing
of the federal eagleimagining, | presumel] that her bosom has all the softnessand snugness of an eiderdown pillow.
But she has no greattenderness even in her best of moods, and.(J [0 0 [
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