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[0 O The paper was completed on the basis of copying and collation of 270 title deeds for shops in Beijing during
the Qing Dynasty. A brief table of title deeds for shops is attached at the end of the paper. These title deeds serve as
a source material of the shops. The quantity of shop title deeds through the Qing Dynasty[] identities of the two
parties involved in the deeds] locations and business scope of the shops could provide a picture of commercial
layout and situations of commodity management in various periods of the Qing Dynasty in Beijing. For instance[]
during the reigns of emperors Shunzhid Kangxi and Yongzheng( O there were very few shop title deeds in the
urban area of Beijing and in late Qianlong and Jiadao timesC] the distribution of shops in the inner city expanded
and the commercial hubs centered with the Dongsi Archway and the Xisi Archway had taken shape. The title deeds
show that most [ 52%[1 of the shops had less than 10 rooms[] and even had only 1 or 2 rooms. It is thus clear
that business people [J or craftsmen(] in the capital did business with small capital and their life was not easy. The
Qing Dynasty witnessed many important historical events. The title deeds for shops in the capital did not mention
any major historical events except for the War of 1900. This war and its consequent losses were often mentioned
about. We can see that this great calamity most seriously damaged the socio-economic and commercial facilities in
Beijing and did the most serious harm to people of various strata in Beijing sincel] the beginning of the Qing
Dynasty.
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