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OO00O OO0 Monopolyisone ofthe most popular games in the world. Its popularity is remarkable as it
was invented more than 70 years ago, in 1933. That was the year when an unemployed heating engineer called
Charles Darrow decided to make up a new game for his family and friends to play. Darrow lived in Pennsylvania in
the USA. In the 1930s, the whole country was in the grip of the Creat Depression. Many people were unemployed
and very poor. Darrow thought that people would enjoy forgetting about their difficult lives for a while. His game
would give them a chance to buy and sell houses and hotels, railroad stations, and entire streets. Just for a few
hours, even poor people could be millionairesC] although with fake dollars, unfortunately] . Darrow made the first
set of his game, which he called Monopoly, from simple materials. He taught his family to play, and they loved it.
They played it with their friends, and their friends loved it too. Everyone who played the game thought it was really
fun. Darrow was sure that other people would enjoy Monopoly. He tried to sell the game to Parker Brothers, a large
games manufacturer, but they weren’t interested. So, he decided to sell Monopoly himself. It was an instant success,
and Darrow sold all the 5,000 sets he had made. When Parker Brothers heard about this, they realized their mistake
and began to manufacture the game. Over the next year, more than a million sets were sold,and Monopoly went on
to become the biggest-selling game ever. Since then, Monopoly has sold around 100 million sets, and has been
translated into 19 languages. One year in the USA, there was twice as much Monopoly money printed as real
moneyL]

And what about the inventor of this amazing game[]

Thanks to the success of his invention, Charles Darrow became a multimillionaire, with real dollars this time.
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