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[0 O The China Railway Group has the contract to carry out a study that will link Phnom Penh(J [0 [0 [0 with
Snoul near this countrys western border with Vietnam.[J This 255 kilometer stretch will complete the
Singapore-to-Kun-ming line] a railway connecting southeast Asia to the heart of China.[0 [0 Paul Power[J an
advisor to the Cambodian government saysC] "It makes Cambodia the center of transportation between China and
Singapore and you would have a port link[J you would have a link to ThailandJ youll have a link through to
Vietnam and the results for thatC] for Cambodia in the regiond are that Cambodia becomes the center. "[0 [1 He
says freightd O O O will provide the greatest economic benefitstI particularly for shipping goods like rice. The
railway will be a cheaper alternative to ships and trucks. However[ the contractors first must deal with the issue of
resettling people living along the route. In Cambodiall poor landholders often are pushed out with little
compensation] [ [J [J to make way for commercial developmentsl] causing considerable public anger. If the
resettlement issues are resolved quickly then authorities hope the first passengers from Singapore to China and
beyond as far as London[] will start boarding within the next two years.
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