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[0 O The waltz was the first court dance since ShakespeareS timewhere the couple were allowed to turn round
holding each othervery closely. The fact that it was regarded as* immoral” oreven obscene” no doubt helped
to make people think it was rathershocking fun.[J [J The waltz originated in Germany from the energetic
folk.dances of the country people.By the mid.1 8th century the smarttown people were trying it and very soon it
had spread throughoutthe rest of Europel] although parts of Germany and Switzerlandbanned it completely[]

In Vienna the waltz became very fast(] withthe couples racing each other seven or eight times round theballroom
floord until they were in a state of breakdown.So thepolice decided to forbid the extreme forms of the dance as it
wascreating a public disturbance.[] [0 However[J it was also in Vienna that Lanner and Strauss madetheir fortunes
as bandleaders and composers.Strauss’ son[] JohnStrauss[] established himself as the* waltz king” in
Vienna.Chopincomplained that classical music was being ignoredd [J [J [J in favorof the waltz.He also
complained that pieces by Mozart andBeethoven were being” waltzified” to please the public taste.Butthis did not
lower its popularityl] which still continues even today.
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