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00 O 0O 3.2 Civil warsFor the next 140 years, alliances and civil wars appeared one after another among the Greek
city-states. The Peloponnesian War [1 431-404 BC[I ended with a victory for Sparta. The defeated Athenians
united with the Thebans and defeated the Spartans around 370 BC.3. 3 Cultural life With increased contact with
the outside world, the Greeks achieved great civilization in the Classical Age. In religion, the Greeks “imported"”
some eastern gods and added them to their own. Some gods and goddesses gradually became accepted throughout
the Greek world. The worshiping of gods gave rise to Greek drama which is represented by three tragedians—
—Aeschylus [0 525-456 BCO , Sophocles [0 496-406 BCL1 , and Euripides [0 485-406 BCL1 , and one
comedian,Aristophanes [1 450-385 BC .4. The Macedonians4. 1 Alexander the Great While the Greeks were
absorbed in fighting against each other, a small country to their north became increasingly powerful. Macedon, as
the small country was named, attracted the Greek merchants who exchanged their wine and olive with the
Macedonians for corn and timber. After Philip [0 became the ruler in 350 BC, the Macedonians began to invade
the northern city-states of Greece, and in 338 BC he defeated the combined armies of Thebes and Athens. Two
years later, Alexander, Philip O 's son, succeeded him at the age of 20, and the Classical Age in Greece came to an
end.4. 2 The Hellenistic Age [1 336-31 BC[J The Hellenistic Age got its name from the fact that Greek culture was
brought to the conquered states in the Middle East with the conquest of Alexander the Great O The word
"Hellenism" is derived from the Greek word "Hellas", meaning Greecel] .
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