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[0 OO We read of King Charlemagne [that he spoke] as follows[] "I Charlemagnel] leader and prince of the Franks
on the 22nd of April of the year of our Lord 752 with the counsel of the servants of God and my nobles] have
convened the bishops and priests of my kingdom[J including Bonifacell Archbishop of Mainz and Burchard
ofWorms in council and synod to advise me as to how the law of God and the ecclesiastical religion may be
restored. With the advice of my priests and nobles we have ordained bishops in the cities and have established
Boniface[ the legate of St. Peter(] over them." And below[] "We have commanded that a synod be convened
every year in order that the decrees of the canons and the rights of the church may be restored to us present and the
Christian religion may be purifiedC] and we have now returned the money to the churches which was their
endowment and cut off church funds fromd and degraded and punished false priestsC] as well as deacons and
clerics who are adulterers and fornicators." And belowd "Following the canons of the saints we have decreed that
every priest must be subject to the bishop in whose diocese he lives and every Lent he must give an accounting for
his ministry regarding baptisms and the [preaching of the] Catholic faith and prayers and the order of masses.
When the bishop goes about his diocese administering Confirmation to the peoplel] the priest should always be
prepared to receive the bishop with the assistance and aid ofthe people who are to be confirmed. In conformity
with the canonical decree we have commanded that bishops and priests from wherever they come are not to be
admitted to the ecclesiastical ministry without the approval of the synod. Likewise we have decreed that any of the
servants or handmaids of Christ who has fallen into the crime of fornication shall do penance in prison on bread
and water. And if he is a priest[] let him stay two years in prison and let him be beaten and racked beforehand.[
Ooogd
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