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CHAPTER IThe basic tenets of Marxist socialismJ alJ The scientific elements of MarxismWith these discoveries
socialism became a science. The nextthing was to work out all its details and relations.Engels, Anti-DiihringToday,
German Social Democracy accepts as the theoretical basis of its activity the social doctrine which Marx and Engels
worked out and called scientific socialism. That is to say that, although Social Democracy, as a fighting party,
represents certain interests and tend- encies, although it seeks to achieve goals set by itself, it does, in the final
analysis, determine these goals in accordance with knowledge capable of objective proof, that is, knowledge which
refers to, and conforms with, nothing but empirical experience and logic. For what is not capable of such proof is
no longer science but rests on subject- ive impulses, on mere desire or opinion.In any science, we can distinguish
between pure theory and applied theory. The former consists of cognitive principles which are derived from the
sum total of the relevant data and which are, therefore, regarded as universally valid. They are the constant element
in the theory. An applied science is based on the application of these prin- ciples to particular phenomena or to
particular cases of practice. The knowledge gained from this application, and put together in propositions, provides
the principles of an applied science. These constitute the variable element in the system.Constant and variable are,
however, to be taken only conditionally. Even the principles of pure science are subject to changes which, however,
occur mostly in the form of limitations. With the advance- ment of knowledge, propositions previously regarded as
having abso- lute validity are recognised as conditional and are supplemented by new cognitive principles which,
while limiting their validity, simultan- eously extend the domain of pure science.
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