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[0 O The establishment of the American labor union was by no means an easy task. The workers were able to
succeed only afterl] much repeated failure. The first unions of workers came during the era of Jack soni an
Democracy and were local. In the post Civil War period[] at temptswere made to create organizations of workers
on an ational basis. The National Labor Union was created in1866 with the goal of establishing the eight-hour day.
IN1868L1 Congress passed an eight-hour day law forme chanics and laborers who worked for the USgovemment
O but progress elsewhere remained slow. In1872[0 after turning to national politicsCI the National Labor Union
collapsed. After the Panic of 18730 there was laboragitationd but labor unions were unsuccessful in organizing
support and eliminating unrest. In 187801 the Knights of Labor was organized as an ational union of both skilled
and unskilled workers. Theirplat form called for the eighthour daydl boycotts rather than strikes[] a graduated
income tax[d and consumercooperatives. The Knights forced some concessions fr(1 [1 m several railways] but
collapsed after a failed general strike for an eight-hour day in Chicago and the Haymarket Massacre of 1886. One of
the key weaknesses lay in the effort to bring together all workers[] skilled and unskilled[J whose wage levels and
concerns differed greatly.
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