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00 O I was born at Geneva, in 1712, son of Isaac Rousseau and Susannah Bernard,citizens. My fathers share of a
moderate competency, which was divided among fifteenchildren, being very trivial, his business of a watchmaker

I in which he had the reputa-tion of great ingenuity] was his only dependence. My mothers circumstances
weremore affluent; she was daughter of a Mons. Bernard, minister, and possessed a consid-erable share of modesty
and beauty; indeed, my father found some difficulty in obtain-ing her hand.[J [0 The affection they entertained for
each other was almost as early as their existence;at eight or nine years old they walked together every evening on the
banks of theTreille, and before they were ten, could not support the idea of separation. A naturalsympathy of soul
confined those sentiments of predilection which habit at firstproduced; born with minds susceptible of the most
exquisit sensibility andtenderness, it was only necessary to encounter similar dispositions; that moment fortu-nately
presented itself, and each surrendered a willing heart. The obstacles that op-posed served only to give a degree of
vivacity to their affection, and the young lover,not being able to obtain his mistress, was overwhelmed with sorrow
and despair. Sheadvised him to travel - to forget her. He consented - he traveled but returned morepassionate than
ever, and had the happiness to find her equally constant, equallytender. After this proof of mutual affection, what
could they resolvel]

- to dedicatetheir future lives to lovelJ

The resolution was ratified with a vow, on which Heaven shedits benediction.
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