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[0 O Churches and castles are almost all that remain of the original city. Copenhagen became the capital of
Denmark in1445. During the late 16th century, trade grew, and so did the city. But fires in 1728 and 1795 destroyed
the old wooden structures. Much of what we see today dates from the 19th and early 20th centuries.[J [J See one of
the spires up close really close at the 17thcentury Church of Our Saviour. Brave souls may climb the 150: stairs
winding outside the spire to its top. If youre afraid of heights, or if its a windy day, you can forget the climb. Butthen
youll miss the magnificent view.[J [0 Once the earth is under your feet again (youll enjoy the feeling), cross the
nearest bridge to Castle Island. The curious yet majestic-looking spire ahead tops the oldest stock exchange in
Europe, builtin 1619. Its spire is formed from the entwined tails of three dragons. They represent Denmark,
Sweden and Norway.[] [ Keep going to the Christiansborg Palace. The town of Copenhagen began here. Stop and
visit the medieval castle. Parliament and the Royal Reception Chambers are open, too. Then continue to Nyhavn, a
narrow waterway dug by soldiers in1673. Youll understand why Hans Christian Andersen made this charming
waterway his home. A specially-built mirror outside his apartment window allowed him to peck unseen at the
world outside.
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