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0000 OO0  "Portia, you are so beautiful! When the two gentlemen meetyou, they will give me any job
and any salary | ask for.” "Henry, please remember that if we ask for too much, wewill get nothing. Then what will
happen to us?" "Don't be afraid, Portia." When we arrived, the same servant opened the door. Therewere the two
old gentlemen having tea. They were surprised tosee Portia. | introduced her to them. Then I said, "Gentlemen, |
am ready to report to you." "We are pleased to hear this," said one gentleman. "Nowwe can decide the bet that my
brother Abel and | made. If youwon for me, you can have any job in my power. Do you havethe million-pound
note?" "Here it is, sir," and | gave it to him. "I won!" he shouted. "Now what do you say, Abel?" "I say he survived,
and | lost twenty thousand pounds. Ican't believe it! "I have more to tell you," | said. "But, it's a long story. I'litell
you another time. For now, look at this." "What! A Certificate 1 of Deposit 2 for 200,000. Is it yours?" "It's mine. |
earned it by using the banknote you lent me fora month." "This is astonishing! 3 | can't believe it." Portia looked at
me with surprise and said, "Henry, is thatreally your money? You didn't tell me the truth.” "No, | didn't. But, |
know you'll forgive 1 me." "Don't be so sure! You told me a lie, Henry." "Dearest Portia, it was only for fun. Come,
let's go now." "But, wait, wait!" my gentleman said. "I want to give yonthe job and the salary you choose." "Thank
you, thank you with all my heart. But | don't wantthe job." "Henry, you didn't thank the good gentleman in the
rightway. Can I do it for you?" Portia said. "Of course you can, my dear." Portia walked to my gentleman, sat on his
lap 2 and kissedhim on the mouth. Then the two old gentlemen shouted and laughed. | wasamazed. 3 What was
happening? "Papa," said Portia, "Henry doesn't want your job. | feelvery hurt.” "Darling, is that your father?" |
asked. "Yes, he's my stepfather, 4 a dear man. Now do youunderstand why I laughed when you told me your
story?" "My dearest sir,” | said, "I want to take back 5 what I said. There is a job that | want.” "Tell me!"
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