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IntroductionChapter One History and the Reconstruction of Historyl.1“ History” and*“ the past” 1.2 Fiction
[0 An alternative to represent the past1.3 William Tyron's narrative strategies towards the reconstruction of
historyChapter Two The Confessions of Nat Turnerd Reconstructing the Common History of the White and
Black2.1 Nat Turner in the traditional historical narratives2.2 Nat Turner in the Confessions of Nat Turner2.3 The
reconciliation between the white and the black[] Thevoiceofthel 960sChapter Three Sophie's Choice

[0 Reconstructing the Unspeakable History of the Holocaust3.1 Silence-The most fitting response to the
Holocaust?3.2 Reconstructing Sophie's history3.3 Juxtaposing Auschwitz with the quotidian3.4 Defining the evil of
the Holocaust in pursuit of redemptionConclusionAppendixd Appendix(] WorksCited
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[0 O The context of a scientific model] historians could be seen as serious contenders for an objective truth[]
which could ultimately be reached through the application of proper procedures. The confident scientific approach
towards history continued largely unabated through the twentieth century. The pattern was set at the century's
beginning by J.B. Bury. He announced the divorce of history from her traditional humanities partners. The subject
O heclaimed had*“ begun to enter in to closer relations with the sciencesC] which deal objectively with the
facts of the universe.” 10 O Indisputably both Aristotelian and Thucydides' approach to history are idealistic and
optimistic. Their view of history presupposes that there is a past reality or the existence of a unitary historical truth
waiting to be discovered and described. The historian works with amend like a mirror(J clear] gleaming-bright[]
accurately centeredd displaying the shape of things just as he receives them[ thus perfect correspondences
between the past and historical accounts can be attained. So by virtue of the traditional his stereographical belief(]
the past can be retrieved and constructed as it really was in the corresponding historical narratives and texts.
Nevertheless such traditional confidence in historian's access to history[] and the description of the approaches
employed by historianstJ have increasingly come to seem somewhat over-simplistic and untruell as the
developments both within and outside the discipline of history begin to reveal what has remained unknown.J [J
00
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