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00 O O "He' s following someone. Yesterday he was out pretending as a workman looking for a job. Today he was
an old woman. I could hardly recognize him. I know his ways by now." Billy pointed to an umbrella which leaned
against the sofa. "That's part of the old woman's outfit," he said."But what is it all about, Billy[]

Billy sank his voice, as one who discusses great secrets of State. "I don’ t mind telling you, sir, but it should go no
further. It' s this case of the Crown diamond.""What-the hundred-thousand-pound burglary[]

"Yes, sir. They must get it back, sir. The Prime Minister and the Home Secretary came to visit Mr. Holmes the
other day. He soon put them at their ease and promised he would do all he could. Then there is Lord Cantlemere
""Ah]

"Yes, sir, you know what that means. He' s a living corpse, sir, if | may say so. | can get along with the Prime
Minister, and I've nothing against the Home Secretary, who was polite and easy-going, but I can' t stand this Lord
Cantlemere. Neither can Mr. Holmes, sir. You see, he doesn' t believe in Mr. Holmes and he did not want to hire
him. He would rather that he failed." And Mr. Holmes knows it[]

""Mr. Holmes always knows everything.""Well, we' 11 hope he won' t fail and that Lord Cantlemere will be
disappointed. But I say, Billy, what is that curtain for across the win- dow[]

""Mr. Holmes had it put up there three days ago. We' ve got some- thins funny behind it."
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