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[0 O Childless families may be increasingly the result of deliberate choice and the availabilityof birth control. For
many years, the proportion of couples that were childless declinedsteadily as venereal and other diseases that cause
infertility were conquered. In the 1970s,however, the changes in the status of women reversed this trend. Couples
often elect to haveno children or to postpone having them until their careers are well established.[ [ Since the
1960s, several variations on the family unit have emerged. More unmarriedcouples are living together, before or
instead of marrying. Some elderly couples, most oftenwidowed, are finding it more economically practical to
cohabit without marrying.OJ O All industrial nations are experiencing family trends similar to those found in the
UnitedStates. The problem of unwed mothers——especially very young ones and those who areunable to support
themselves——and their children is an international one, although improvedmethods of birth control and
legalized abortion have slowed the trend somewhat. Divorce isincreasing even where religious and legal
impediments to it are strongest.[] [J Unchecked population growth in developing nations threatens the family
system. Thenumber of surviving children in a family has rapidly increased as infectious diseases, famine,and other
causes of child mortality have been reduced. Because families often cannot supportso many children, the reduction
in infant mortality has posed a challenge to the nuclearfamily and to the resources of developing nations.
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