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O O All foreign students have the same difficulty--the English barrier.Sometimes, to make an American
understand and to be able tounderstand Americans is not easy for a foreigner. One area ofdifficulty is the words of
English. When I was in high school, I tried tolearn as many words as | could every day. Once, | happened to use
anold word which people nowadays don't use anymore andmy teacher and friends couldn't understand what |
said. English wordsalso cause problems because there are a lot of words that combine tomake different meanings.
We have to learn how to combine words in-stead of trying to make sentences in our own ways. An example
ofcombined words with different meanings is the verb-and-prepositioncombination, "to work out." When the
word "work" goes alone, itmeans to work, but when it goes with the word "out," it means to ex-ercise physically.
Another difficulty for foreigners is pronunciation.English has some words that appear to be the same but have
differ-ent pronunciations for different meanings. For instance, the word"conduct" has two meanings, the attitude
and behavior of someone,or to lead or guide someone, depending on the pronunciation. To un-derstand an
American also depends on his or her accent. Where he orshe comes from affects the accent; northerners have a
different ac-cent from southerners. If a foreigner learns English in the northernpart of the country, he or she might
have trouble communicating withsoutherners. Later on, when foreign students study in their majors,they find that
they have to learn technical terms and phrases, whichmay be about new technology that doesn't exist in their
countries. This technological language is also part of the English barrier. Manyforeign students find that learning
English is the hardest part ofcollege life.C] O O [J
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