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Part One An Introduction to Great Britain Lesson 1 Geography:the Land Lesson 2 Geography:the People Lesson
3 British Economy Lesson 4 Political System:Parliament and Covernment Lesson 5 Politial System:Party Politics
and Judiciary Lesson 6 History;Early Man and the Feudal Society Lesson 7 History:Decline of Feudalism and the
Bourgeois Revolution Lesson 8 History:the Industrial Revolution and the Chartist Movement Lesson 9
History:the British Empire and Britain in Two World Wars and Post-War Periods Lesson 10 Education in Britain
Key to ExercisesPart Two An Introduction to the United to the United States Lesson 11 Geography:the Land
Lesson 12 Geography:the People Lesson 13 American Economy Lesson 14 Political System:Government Lesson
15 Political System:State Govenment and Party Politics Lesson 16 History:the Early Colonization Lesson 17
History:American Revolution Lesson 18 History:American Givil War Lesson 19 History:U.S.Imperialism Lesson
20 American Education Key to ExercisesSAPPENDIX | [0 [
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(0 O ~200 Britain in World War T and Post—War Period[d [ By the beginning of the 20th century[ the world
had entered the period of imperialism Owing to the law of the uneven growth of capitalism] Germany and the U
[0 SO became strong imperialist powers in the late 19th century and they[] together with Japan{ Italy(] France
and Russia competed with Britain for world domination] When the imperialist powers attempted to re-divide the
world[d an imperialist war was inevitable[] [ [ On the eve of World War 10 two imperialist blocs had formed

O Germany[d Austria—Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance and Britain] France and Russia were held
together by a firm alliance known as the Triple Entente(] O [0 On June 28th 1914 the Austrian Archduke Francis
Ferdinand and his wife were shot and killed by a young Yugoslav in Sarajevol] This incident was used as a pretext
by Austria—Hungary to declare war against Serbial] On the side Of Austria—H ungary were Germany[]

Bulgaria and Turkey Italy[] though a mereber of the Triple Alliancel] joined the Allies against the Central
Powe~~[1 Four years of the imperialist war ended with the Allies victorious [I [ The War came to the end in
19180 During the warl] nearly three million British soldiers were killed[J woundedU or disabled[] Seventy
percent of her merchant ships were sunk or damaged (] Britain had lost her sea supremacy by the end of the War
[J The situation at home was worse than it was during the prewar days] Though victorious[] Britain came out of
the War with a huge nalJ O tional debtJ

ten times as large as that before the Warll Business was slack[] many factories were closed down and taxes were
unbelievably heavy [J [J In 1920 and 19210 an economic crisis broke out for the first time since the end of the
Warll Industrial production dropped by 46 90J 6 during the crisisC) O O The world economic crisis lasted from
1929 to 193301 It was the most seriOUS economic crisis that Britain had ever experienced] In the depression years
(1 factories and mills closed down[] banks failed and foreign trade shriveled[J The number of unemployed people
in 1932 reached three milliond The total value of her export decreased to half the amount of the pre-war level
whereas her imPOrt doubled Britain’ S position in the capitalist world was further weakened[] ~
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