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00O 0O OO O O The second region is a highland region marked by extensive basin areas. North of the Kunlun
Mountain Range are China's two major basins, the Tarim and Junggar separated by the Tianshan Mountains.
North of Qilian and Qinling lie the vast Loess Plateau and the Inner Mongolia Plateau stretching along China's
northern border with the Mongolian People's Republic to the Great Xing'an Range. South of the Qinling
Mountain Range and east of the Hengduan Mountains are the Sichuan Basin and the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau.
Vast in area and diverse in land features, this region is also rich in cultural resources. The third region is the
lowlands, east of the Great Xing'an,the Taihang and the Wushan mountains. Topographically, there is almost
nothing to mention concerning mountain chains in this region since the area seldom rises more than 450 meters
above sea level, except for some scattered highlands. Yet, since the great central eastern plains were cradles of
China’'s early civilization, some of the highland peaks are equally known and more frequently traveled for their
long-developed legendary history.
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