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[0 OO We wrote this book with the intention of providing an introduction toresearch in second and foreign
language classrooms. It grew out ofcourses and workshops on classroom research that we have devel-oped and
taught for teachers conferences and graduate programs in applied lin-guistics. We aim to provide an introduction
to language classroom research thatis accessible to readers who do not necessarily have specialist training in
researchmethods.[J [J The book has two overriding objectives. The first is to provide an overviewof and
introduction to language classroom research. To this endJ we look at bothsubstantive issues [ that isCI the topics
and questions that have been investigated byclassroom researchers] and methodologicall

issues [ the techniques and methodsthat researchers have employed for collecting datall interpreting the datall
andpresenting the resultsC] . The second obieetive is to help readers devdop practicalskills for carrying out original
empirical investigations. Although the context ofthe book is the second language classroom our intention has
been to cover con-cepts and techniques that will be broadly applicable to a wide range of appliedlinguistics
contexts.
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PART | SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM RESEARCH: AN OVERVIEW
Chapter 1 Introducing Second Language Classroom Research

Chapter 2 Getting Started on Classroom Research

Chapter 3 Key Concepts in Planning Classroom Research

PART Il RESEARCH DESIGN ISSUES: APPROACHES TO PLANNING AND
IMPLEMENTING CLASSROOM RESEARCH
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Chapter 8 Action Research

PART 11l DATA COLLECTION ISSUES: GETTING THE INFORMATION YOU
NEED
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Chapter 10 Introspective Methods of Data Collection

Chapter 11 Elicitation Procedures

PART IV DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION ISSUES: FIGURING OUT WHAT
THE INFORMATION MEANS

Chapter 12 Analyzing Classroom Interaction
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Chapter 15 Putting It All Together
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