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[0 O Dialogues for productive use] [I The second half of this book focuses principally on the use of dialogue as
away of promoting interactive talk. This does not mean that the learners aresimply left to talk without any
opportunities for reflection] [I r a focus onform. Dialogue activities aim to encourage speaking but they also aim
toencourage thinking about speaking.[] [ Planning time Incorporating a planning stage before the learners engage
in dialogue canhelp to build a bridge between the learners passive knowledge and theircapacity to use this
knowledge in spontaneous speech. Learners oftenencounter difficulties when trying to naturally incorporate
recently learntlanguage items into meaning-focused exchanges. By asking them to write adialogue using a particular
set of language items, we effectively slow downthe process of speech and create opportunities for more reflective
languageuse. If learners are asked to construct a dialogue in pairs or small groupsbefore they perform it, there is the
opportunity for peer teaching of languageto occur. Also, producing a written version of the dialogue activates both
thewritten and spoken form of the language included.] [0 On the other hand, there will also be advantages in
sometimesencouraging learners to enter into dialogue spontaneously, without askingthem to plan the content at all.
This, after all, reflects the circumstances inwhich the learners real-life dialogue use will occur. Providing the
learnerswith practice in spontaneous interaction in the classroom should help toequip them with the skills they
need to interact in such a way in the realworld.
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