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I remember that when | was a child, I could state at the sun with wide, open eyes. | could see the tiniest objects, and
loved to observe the fine grains and patterns of small things, from which | derived a romantic, unworldly pleasure.
When mosquitoes were humming round summer, | transformed them in imagination into a company of storks
dancing in the air. And when | regarded them that way, they were real stocks to me, flying by the hundreds and
thousands, and | would look up at them until my neck was stiff. Again, | kept a few mosquitoes inside a white
curtain and blew a puff of smoke round them, so that to me they become a company of white storks flying among
the blue clouds, and their humming was to me the song of storks singing in high heaven, which delighted me
intensely. Sometimes | would squat by a broken, earthen wall, or by a little bush on a raised flower-bed, with my
eyes on the same level as the flower-bed itself, and there | would look and look, transforming in my mind the little
plot of grass into a forest and the ants and insects into wild animals. The little elevations on the ground became hills,
and the depressed areas became my valleys, and my spirit wandered in that world at leisure.[] [
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