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[0 O While peace among the member states remained at the heart of theCommunitys purpose, from the second
half of the 1950s a largecommon market became the focus for its action. The strength of the USeconomy was a
striking example of the success of such a market; theGermans and the Dutch wanted liberal trade; and the French
acceptedthe common market in industrial goods provided it was accompaniedby the agricultural common market
that would favour their ownexports.The idea of a large common market had a dynamic that enduredthrough the
subsequent decades, because it reflected the growingreality of economic interdependence. As technologies
developed, andwith them economies of scale, more and more firms of all sizes neededaccess to a large, secure
market; and for the health of the economyand the benefit of the consumers, the market had to be big enough
toprovide scope for competition, even among the largest firms. So as theEuropean economies developed, the EECs
original project, centred onabolition of tariffs in a customs union, was succeeded in the 1980s bythe single market
programme, then in the 1990s by the singlecurrency.
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