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[0 O Britain is a land of unexplained mysteries. Everywhere you go you hear stories of strange happenings in
unusual places. Take Wiltshire, for example, an area in southern England, where Stonehenge is found. Stonehenge
is a huge circle of stones thousands of years old in the middle of a large flat area of land called Salisbury Plain. The
stone circle is older than the Egyptian pyramids, but no one knows how or why the stones got there. Salisbury Plain
is also famous for hundreds of strange crop circles. Crop circles are very large circles which appear in the middle of
fields during the night. There are similar circles in the nearby county of Hampshire, as well as in North and South
America and Australia. Some experts believe that people make crop circles for a joke, but no one is quite sure.
However, what happened one cloudy October morning in 1987 over Salisbury Plain was far from a joke. A fighter
plane was flying over the plain near Boscombe Down, an important airfield used by the army. The pilot of the plane
was in radio communication with the airfield. Suddenly, while the pilot was giving information about his height and
speed, the airfield lost all communication with the plane.
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