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[0 O Known as the Bell Witch[I the strange activity that caused fear in the small farming community has remained
unexplained for nearly 200 years. It is the inspiration for many fictional ghost storiesC] including the film The Blair
Witch Project. Although they both attracted a great deal of public interest] the facts of the Bell Witch story share
little in common with those created for The Blair Witch Project. Because it really happened the Bell Witch story
is perhaps much more frightening. Like many storiesC] certain details of who or what the Bell Witch was vary from
version to version. The prevailing account is that it was the ghost of a woman named Kate Batts[] a mean old
neighbor of John Bell. Batts believed Bell cheated her in a land purchase and on her deathbed2 she swore3 that she
would haunt John Bell and his family. This version appears in a Tennessee guidebook published in 1933.
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