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[0 O From this diagram[] we can say that "horse is a hyponym of animal” or that* ant is a hyponym of insect’.We
can also say that two or more terms which share the same superordinate [1 lugher-up[] term are co-hyponyms. So
[0 horse and dog are co-hyponyms[] and the superordinate term is animal.CJ [0 The relation of hyponymy
captures the idea of'is a kind of'[0 as when you give the meaning of a word by saying "an asp is a kind of snake".It is
often the case that the only thing some people know about the meaning of a word in their language is that it is a
hyponym of another term. That is] you may know notlung more about the meaning of asp other than that it is a
kind of snake.[] [ It is worth emphasizing that.it is not only words for  things' that are hyponyms. Terms for
actionst] such as cutl] punchld shootand stab[d] can all be found as co-hyponyms of the superordinate term
injure.d] O Prototypest] [0 While the words canaryl] doveld] duck[ flamingo[d parrotd] pelican] robin[]
swal-low and thrush are all equally co-hyponyms of the superordinate bird[J they are not all considered to be
equally good exemplars of the category * bird'.For'many American English speakers] the best exemplar] or the
prototypel] of* bird" is the robin.The concept of a prototype helps explain the mearung of certain words(] like
birdD) notin terms of component features [ e.g." has feathers'] © haswings'C] [0 but in terms of resemblance
to the clearest exemplar. Thusl] even native speakers of English nught wonder if ostrich and penguin should be
hyponyms of bird O technicallylJ they are[J O but have no trouble deciding about sparrow or prgeon.The last
two are much closer to the proto-type.[] [J Given the category label furniture[] we are quicker to recognize chair
as an exemplar than bench or stool. Given clothing[] people recognize shirts quicker than shoes[J and given
vegetable[] they accept carrot before potato or tomato.lt is obvious that there is some general pattern to the
categorization process involved in prototypes and that it determines our interpretation of word meaning. However
O this is one area where individual experience results in variation in interpretation] as when people disagree
about whether tomato is a fruit or a vegetable.[ 0 Homophony[l homonymy and polysemy[] [ There are three
otherd less well-known terms which are often used to describe relationships among words in a language. The first
of these is homophony. When two or more different [ writtend forms have the same pronunciation] they are
described as homophones. Some examples are bare - bear[] meat-meetd ftour flower pail-paled sew-so.[]

O The term homonymy is used when one form [ written and spoken[] has two or more unrelated meanings.
Examples of homonyms are the pairs bank [ of ariver] - bank [ financialinstitution] (I bat [I flying creaturel]
- bat [J used in sportsC] [ race [1 contest of speed[] - race [1 ethnic groupd O pupll O at schoolI -pupil I in
the eye[d and mole O on skin - mole [J small animal(J . The temptation is to think that the two types of bank
must be related in meaning.They are not. Homonyms are words which have quite separate meaningsl] but which
have accidentally come to have exactly the same form.0J O Relatedness of meaning accompanying identical form is
technically known as polysemy[] which can be defined as one form O written or spoken(] having multiple
meanings which are all related by extension. Examples are the word head[] used to refer to the object on top of
your body[ on top of a glass of beer] on top of a company or department; or foot [J of personl] of bedd of
mountaind O or run O person does[] water does[] colors dolJ .[0 [0 The distinction between homonymy and
polysemy is not always clear cut. However[] one indication of the distinction can be found in the typical
dictio-nary entry for words. If a word has multiple meanings O polysenucl] O then there will be a single entry

[0 with a numbered list of the different meanings of the word.If two words are treated as homonyms[] they will
typically have two separate entries.You could check in your dictionary and probably find that the different
meanings of words like head[d get[] run[] face and foot are treated as examples of polysemy[] whereas mail[]
bank[J sole and mole are treated as examples of homonymy.OO O O [
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