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00 O I was born in Drummin[J County Mayo[1 in the west of Ireland. I had five brothers[d four sisters and two
adopted sisters.1 left school at the age of fourteen.l wanted to stay on at school as my ambition was to become a
school teacher] but my parents could not afford to send me to college at that time. | went to work in a shoe
factory for a year. After that | became a nanny as | wanted to work with children. I lived in with the family and
worked from 8am to 8pm—for $2 a week.[ [J At the age of seventeen | felt that there were no opportunities for me
to earn a decent living and that | had to come to England. Dad gave me the boat fare and $10 to keep me going
until I found a job. I came to Slough Buckinghamshirel as that was where most of the people from my part of
the country went to.[] [J | arrived in Slough and immediately began to look around for a place to stay. | eventually
found a room in Windsor. The next day | went looking for work[d and found a job in a factory malting Mars bars.
0 O I'had a lot to get used to in this strange country . There were big houses] trains[] traffic lights and lots of
people from all over the world.[J (I | never knew the English hated us [ the Irish(J . I did not hate them[

| could not understand the hostility | received. | was not prepared for it. For example[d | had to listen to people
telling me how thick and stupid the Irish were. | was always toldlJ and was made to feel] that | was different. | felt
isolated and seriously thought about going back.[] [J In fact | did go home. And stayed there for a month. But |
was disappointed to find that | was a stranger there. People treated me very differently because | had been to
England. I returned to Slough for a period and then moved to London in the late 1960s.00 J [0 O What does it feel
like to be approaching the wrong end of middle age? For the moment at leastl] the differences between the young
diplomat of 30 years ago and the ageing writer of today are more psychological than physical. Naturally(] | can
hardly ignore the inevitable change in my outward appearance. My hair has gone—well(I silver] the whites of my
eyes occasionally look more like yolks; and I’ ve got heavier round the middle. But all this is merely on the surface;
insided] I' m not really conscious of feeling very much older than I did in my younger days.[J [1 Mentally[]
however[] it" sanother story. Itis no longer a surprise to come into a room and to find that I’ m the oldest
person in itl] but I notice the fact all the same. It s a long time since | stopped worrying about policemen being
younger than me; when[J on the other handd | find gen- eralsC] archbishops and High Court judges in the same
happy situationd | tend to grow thoughtful...0 OO Now for the compensations. And there are plenty of them[
and by no means the least is a new found independence. Until now[ responsi- bilities seem to have increased year
by year; nowl] thankfully(] they begin to diminish(J] and are replaced by new opportunities.(] (I These are
positive compensations; there are also negative ones which can be appreciated just as much. Immense pleasure can
be got from Putting Things Behind One. My own recent decision—taken with im- mense relief—has been to give
up all efforts to understand modem music. There is more than enough music from the 17thCJ 18th and 19th
centuries to keep me happy for the rest of my life. NowO at lastl] | can face the fact that I just don’ t like 20th
century music.[J [ Finallyd it s goodbye to hypochondria. When | was young | constantly worried about my
health and imagined | had all sorts of terrible diseases. Now those days are over. | love every moment of my life and
want it to go on for as long as possible until I become senile or a burden to my family and friendsJ at which point |
would like it to stop at once. | can honestly say that | have had and am still having a wonderful time.[J [0 [0 [J 1t was
very late when the old beggarman came to the rich farmyard. He had travelled far that dayJ he was tired and
hungry. He said to himself(J * I must find[J [0 somewhere to sleep[]’  because it was snowing. * | will go up
hered maybe the farmer will help me. He could probably give me somewhere to lie down.” So the old
beggarman walked up to the farmhouse and he knocked on the door.
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