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To the Reader

Part One:Unnecessary Words

[0 1.Unnecessary Nouns and Verbs

[0 2.Unneccessary Modifiers

[ 3.Redundant Twins

[0 4.Saying the Same Thing Twice

[ 5.Repeated References to the Same Thing
00 6.Summing it All Up

Part Two:Sentence Structure

(0 7.The Noun Plague

[J 8.Pronouns and Antecedents

(1 9.The Placement of Phrases and Clauses
[J 10.Dangling Modifiers

(] 11.Parallel Structure

[J 12.Logical Connectives

[J 13.Summing it All Up

Part Three:Supplementary Examples

Key to Exercises
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00 O O O The polisher first deleted "broad," since the notion of"broad" was implicitly contained in the word
"mases. " That done, she addressed the main problem, "activelysupport it instead of taking a passive attitude toward
it. "She recognized this as an example of the mirror-imageconstruction in which the same thing is stated twice,
firstin the positive then in the negative. Her first impulse was to delete the negative statement,since it added nothing
to the meaning. But this sentenceappeared in a speech by Premier Zhou Enlai, and she wasreluctant to take liberties
with it.As an alternative, she looked for a way to change thewording of the negative statement .so that it would
notseem so empty. Since "instead of taking a passive attitudetoward it" was vague at best, she tried spelling the
phraseout to give it more content: "instead of just passively ac-cepting it. "Now the second clause read "we
intellectuals should ac-tively support it, instead of just passively accepting it."That was an improvement not just
because the doublestatement now made a discernible point, but al becausethe two elements were cast in parallel
form.
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O0—000000000000000000000D0000004d Iread Ms.Pinkham’ s lessons to
the Chinese polishers with great enjoy- ment and admiration.The clarity of her explanations is equaled only by the
deftness with which she states the point of the English usages and the simplicity of the revisions made in the faulty
sentences.l know of no book as well adapted as hers to the needs of clumsy writers.] 0 —O0 0000 00O O
000000 0ODO O Jacques Barzun
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