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ONTHESEASHOREONItheseashoreofendlessworldschildrenmeet. Theinfiniteskyismotionlessoverheadandtherestl
esswaterisboisterous.Ontheseashoreofendlessworldsthechildrenmeetwithshoutsanddances.
Theybuildtheirhouseswithsand,andtheyplaywithemptyshells.Withwitheredleavestheyweavetheirboatsandsmilinglyfl
oatthemonthevastdeep.Childrenhavetheirplayontheseashoreofworlds.
Theyknownothowtoswim,theyknownothowtocastnets.Pearl-fishersdiveforpearls,merchantssailintheirships,whilech
ildrengatherpebblesandscatterthemagain. Theyseeknotforhiddentreasures,theyknownothowtocastnets.
Theseasurgesupwithlaughter,andpalegleamsthesmileofthesea-beach. Death-dealingwavessingmeaninglessballadstot
hechildren,evenlikeamotherwhilerockingherbaby'scradle. Theseaplayswithchildren,andpalegleamsthesmileofthesea
-beach.

Ontheseashoreofendlessworldschildrenmeet. Tempestroamsinthepathlesssky,shipsarewreckedinthetracklesswater,d
eathisabroadandchildrenplay.Ontheseashoreofendlessworldsisthegreatmeetingofchildren.
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THEUNHEEDEDPAGEANTAH,whowasitcolouredthatlittlefrock,mychild,andcoveredyoursweetlimbswiththatlit
tleredtunic?Youhavecomeoutinthemorningtoplayinthecourtyard,totteringandtumblingasyourun.Butwhowasitcolo
uredthatlittlefrock,mychild?
Whatisitmakesyoulaugh,mylittlelife-bud?Mothersmilesatyoustandingonthethreshold.Sheclapsherhandsandherbrac
eletsjingle,andyoudancewithyourbamboostickinyourhandlikeatinylittleshepherd.Butwhatisitmakesyoulaugh,mylittl
elife-bud?
Obeggar,whatdoyoubegfor,clingingtoyourmother'sneckwithbothyourhands?Ogreedyheart,shalllplucktheworldlike
afruitfromtheskytoplaceitonyourlittlerosypalm?Obeggar,whatareyoubeggingfor?Thewindcarriesawayingleethetinkli
ngofyourankletbells. Thesunsmilesandwatchesyourtoilet. Theskywatchesoveryouwhenyousleepinyourmother'sarms
,andthemorningcomestiptoetoyourbedandkissesyoureyes. Thewindcarriesawayingleethetinklingofyourankletbells.
Thefairymistressofdreamsiscomingtowardsyou, flyingthroughthetwilightsky. Theworld-motherkeepsherseatbyyouin
yourmother'sheart.Hewhoplayshismusictothestarsisstandingatyourwindowwithhisflute. Andthefairymistressofdrea
msiscomingtowardsyou,flyingthroughthetwilightsky.
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SLEEP-STEALERWHOstolesleepfrombaby’seyes?Imustknow.Claspingherpitchertoherwaistmotherwenttofetchwa
terfromthevillagenearby.ltwasnoon.Thechildren'splaytimewasover;theducksinthepondweresilent. Theshepherdboyl
ayasleepundertheshadowofthebanyantree. Thecranestoodgraveandstillintheswampnearthemangogrove.Inthemean
whiletheSleep-stealercameand,snatchingsleepfrombaby’seyes,flewaway. Whenmothercamebackshefoundbabytravel
lingtheroomoveronallfours.\Whostolesleepfromourbaby'seyes?mustknow.Imustfindherandchainherup.Imustlooki
ntothatdarkcave,where,throughbouldersandscowlingstones,tricklesatinystream.Imustsearchinthedrowsyshadeofthe
bakulagrove,wherepigeonscoointheircorner,andfairies'ankletstinkleinthestilinessofstarrynights.Intheeveninglwillpe
epintothewhisperingsilenceofthebambooforest,wherefirefliessquandertheirlight,andwillaskeverycreaturelmeet,"Can
anybodytellmewheretheSleep-stealerlives?"Whostolesleepfrombaby'seyes?Imustknow.Shouldn'tlgiveheragoodless
oniflcouldonlycatchher!
Iwouldraidhernestandseewhereshehoardsallherstolensleep.lwouldplunderitall,andcarryithome.lwouldbindhertwo
wingssecurely,setheronthebankoftheriver,andthenletherplayatfishingwithareedamongtherushesandwater-lilies.Whe
nthemarketingisoverintheevening,andthevillagechildrensitintheirmothers'laps,thenthenightbirdswillmockinglydinh
erearswith:"Whosesleepwillyoustealnow?"
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