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0000 world, with his duties to which he was so deeply penetrated. Existingsociety he knew to be in a
deplorable state. But such as it was, he saw,or thought he saw, that it was held together, and prevented from
beingworse, by belief and reverence of the received divinities. As a ruler ofmankind, he deemed it his duty not to
suffer society to fall in pieces;and saw not how, if its existing ties were removed, any others could beformed which
could again knit it together. The new religion openlyaimed at dissolving these ties: unless, therefore, it was his duty
to adoptthat religion, it seemed to be his duty to put it down. Inasmuch then asthe theology of Christianity did not
appear to him true or of divine origin; inasmuch as this strange history of a crucified God was not credibleto him,
and a system which purported to rest entirely upon a foundationto him so wholly unbelievable, could not be
foreseen by him to be thatrenovating agency which, after all abatements, it has in fact proved tobe; the gentlest and
most amiable of philosophers and rulers, under asolemn sense of duty, authorized the persecution of Christianity.
To mymind this is one of the most tragical facts in all history. It is a bitterthought, how different a thing the
Christianity of the world might havebeen, if the Christian faith had been adopted as the religion of the empire
under the auspices of Marcus Aurelius instead of those of Constantine. But it would be equally unjust to him and
false to truth, to deny,that no one plea which can be urged for punishing anti-Christian teaching, was wanting to
Marcus Aurelius for punishing, as he did, the propagation of Christianity. No Christian more firmly believes that
Atheismis false, and tends to the dissolution of society, than Marcus Aureliusbelieved the same things of
Christianity; he who, of all men then living, might have been thought the most capable of appreciating it. Unless
any one who approves of punishment for the promulgation of opinions.
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