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[0 O That evening, the girls took out their sewing. At nineo’clock, they put away their work and sang some
songsaround the piano.0 O Jo was the first one to wake up on Christmas morning.It was a strange feeling because
there were no presents toopen. Marmee had put a small book under each girl’s pillow.As soon as they woke up,
they began to read their newbooks. Then, they went downstairs to their mother, hut shewasn't there. Hannah told
them someone came to the doorasking for food, and she had gone out with them.[J O The girls got their presents
ready. Amy surprised everyoneby hurrying off to the shop to buy a larger bottle of perfume.She said that she was
feeling guilty for buying such a smallbottle of perfume, but now she felt better. Breakfast wasready when Marmee
arrived home. She told them that shehad visited the Hummel family, who were very poor. Themother had a new
baby and six other children. They hadno food to eat and no fire to keep them warm. Marmee andthe girls decided
that they would give them their breakfast. They carried the food and some wood to the Hummels‘house. They gave
the food to the children, and Hannah lita fire to keep them warm.[dJ O When the four girls went home, they were
hungry buthappy. They knew that they had been good. They had breadand milk for breakfast, and then they gave
Marmee herpresents. She was very surprised and pleased. That afternoon, the girls put on their play for their
friends.About ten girls came to see the play. They got onto a bed andwatched as the four sisters acted out Jo's play.
It was abouta witch and a bad man and two people in love. Everybodyenjoyed it very much, even when part of the
set fell down.At the end of the play, the bed broke, and all the girls fellonto the floor. Nobody was hurt, and they all
laughed.J [0 When they went to have some supper, they were verysurprised to see a lot of food on the table. They
didn't knowwhere the food came from until Matinee told them that itcame from Mr. Laurence. He was a rich man
who lived in thehouse next door. The girls had met his grandson. They calledhim "the Laurence boy." Jo wished
that she could get toknow him better, but his grandfather made him study a lot.[] [1 Mr. Laurence heard about the
breakfast that the Marchfamily gave to the Hummels and decided to reward thechildren with this food. They were
very pleased and enjoyedit very much.[] [0 A few days later, Jo was reading in her favorite chair neara sunny
window. Meg called out to her and showed her aletter from Mrs. Gardiner. It invited them to come to a danceon
New Year's Eve, which was the next day. Meg was veryworried about what she should wear. Jo laughed at her.
Sheknew that they did not have much choice. Meg wished thatshe had something nicer to wear. Jo's best dress had
aburnmark and a tear in it. Meg was worried that her gloves werenot very nice. Jo's gloves had terrible marks on
them becauseshe spilled some lemonade on them. They decided that theywould each wear one of Meg's gloves and
carry one of Jo's.Then nobody would see the lemonade marks.[J [J Jo tried to make Meg's hair prettier, but she did
somethingwrong, and Meg's hair looked terrible. Beth and Amy helpedto make it nicer. Marmee made sure they
had handkerchiefs,and they walked excitedly to Mrs. Gardiner's house.l O When they got there, a boy asked Meg
to dance almostimmediately. Jo stood against the wall. She did not dare tomove because she was hiding the burn
and tear marks on herdress. She moved along the wall and knocked into the Laurenceboy. He was not dancing
because he did not know anybody.Jo talked about the wonderful feast that his grandfatherhad sent on Christmas
day. She discovered that his namewas Theodore, but he liked it better if people called himLaurie. She also found
out that he had been to Paris andSwitzerland. He could speak French. He was fifteen yearsold. He told Jo that he
thought that Meg was very pretty.He invited Jo to dance, and she told him that she couldn*tbecause of her dress.
He took her out of the room to a hallwhere they could still hear the music, and there they danced.[] [1 Meg came
to find Jo because her shoe broke, and she hurther foot. She could not dance any more. They wonderedhow they
were going to get home because Meg's foot wasbadly hurt, and she could hardly walk. Luckily, Laurie wasready to
go home just then, even though it was early, andhe gave them a ride in his grandfather’s carriage.J [ They told the
two younger sisters about the dance. Megwished that she could always go to dances in fine clothesand ride in
carriages, but Jo didn't care. She thought theywere just as happy as rich people anyway.[J [0 [0 [
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