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[0 O The dry sunburnt leaves crackled under Lucas feet. Along theback fence where the forest began the ferns
wilted. Lucapicked up the last of the leaves and put them in the bin. Ashe dropped the metal lidCJ he checked to
make sure it waslocked on tightly. Then he wandered towards the cottagewhere it was cooler.Luca was glad it was
Saturday. On weekdays[] he spent morethan an hour on the bus just getting to school. Most days[] he liked riding
on the bus. For the first half hourd he was theonly passenger. Hed sit and look out the window[ the
earlyJmorning air sweeping through the vents. As the bus woundits way down the mountainJ hed take in the
towering trees.
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