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O O Air freight has become one of the most important methods of transportingcargo] with high growth rates over
the last few years.As well as the obviousadvantage of air freight—speed—there are also several other points in
itsfavour.Among them are the lower risks involved...——Ileading to lower rates oftransport insurance and lighter
and therefore less expensive packaging forgoods.For that reason] the obvious disadvantage——nhigher freight
rates——canbe offset in many cases.[] [ A lot of goods can only be transported profitably over long distances by
airbecause every other method would simply take too long.For exampled perishable goodsO eg fish(J fruit

[ vegetables[] could be sent by ship or truckd butwould need special containers with cooling systems.Such
additional costs alsohave to be taken into cOnsideration.[] [ Other goods might be sent by air because they have
to reach their destinationas quickly as possible.A German newspaper,for examplel] can only be soldprofitably in a
foreign holiday resort if it arrives there on the same day.Likewise[J replacement parts for factory machinery,for
examplel] have to bedelivered within the shortest possible time to minimize the cost due to a stopin production.]
O Long.distance transport of valuable livestock is easier and better for the animals’ welfare by plane than by
ship.The same is true for valuable or highly sensitive electronic goods.Works of artl] noble metals or electronic
measuringinstruments are usually not very large or heavy,so they can easily be sent by air where mey are handled
with greater care.[] [J However,not everything can be sent by air.Some goods are too bulky or tooheavy to fit in the
hold of a plane.Depending on the size of the goodsU it isalso possible that the first plane leaving for the intended
destination can’ t beused because the hold is already full.Also all planes apart from charterplanes—have to
felllow a timetable.But it only Pays to charter a plane if thereis enough freight to fill up most of the available space.[]
[ In addition to the freight rates.the cost for transportation of the goods fromthe airport to their final destination
also has to be considered.However,asairports are usually closer to industrial areas than portsO] the total
transportcosts might still work out the same[J with air freight having the extra advantageof being the faster means of
transporting the cargo.
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