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00 O A letter from Captain Robert FitzRoy changed his life. FitzRoy was plan-ning to make a voyage around the
world on a ship called the Beagle. He wanteda naturalist to join the ship[J and Darwin was recommended. That
voyage was thestart of Charles Darwin® s great life work. In those days a great many people be-lieved that every
word written in the Bible was true.Darwin hoped that theplants and animals that they found in the course of their
voyage would prove thetruth of the Bible story of the great Flood.[J O From 1831 to 1836 Darwin served as
naturalist aboard the H. M. S. Beagleon a British science expedition around the world.In South America
Darwinfound fossils of extinct animals that were similar to modern species. On the Ga-lapagos Islands in the Pacific
Ocean he noticed many variations among plantsand animals of the same general type as those in South America.
The expeditionvisited places around the worldJ and Darwin studied plants and animals every-where he went[]
collecting specimens for further study.(] [J As the Beagle sailed around the world[J Darwin began to wonder how
lifehad developed on the earth. He saw volcanic islands in the seal] and wonderedhow living things had got there.
But people who believed every word of the Biblethought that God had made all creatures and Man. But[ if that
was true[J whydid some of the fossils look like “ mistakes” which had failed to change and] forthat reason
died outl]

[0 O After five years he was home. He was never again the healthy young manwho climbed mountains and carried
heavy bags of fossils for miles. He set towork[d getting his collection in order. Out of this study grew several related
theo-ries [0 Onel] evolution did occur] twol evolutionary change was graduall] requi-ting thousands to
millions of years [J three[] the primary mechanism for evolutionwas a process called natural selection [J and four
[0 the millions of species alive to-day arose from a single original life form through a branching process called

“ speciation” .
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