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00 O O Wirth is a senior gender specialist with the Intemational Labor Organization's (I ILOC Bureau for Gender
Equality. And, perhaps rather importantly for her current work, she'sa former teacher of mathematics and science
at secondary schools in her native Australia.Her report for the ILO says that the United States by 1999 was leading
the world in the number of women holding executive management positions in the country’s 500 largest
companies. In fact, the number doubled from 1996 to 1999. "But it doubled from a meager 2.4 percent in 1996 to a
meager 5.1 percent," she says. And that's the good news. Wirth's data tell her that just 1. 3 percent of top
management positions in 1999 the latest year her figures reflect-were held by women in the largest companies in
her homeland, Australia; 2 percent in France; 3 percent in Germany and Brazil; and 3.6 percent.in the United
Kingdom. In Canada, her data tell her, 43.6 percent of companies were found to have no female corporate officers
at all. To the south, the United States had no female corporate officers that year at 21 percent of its companies.
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