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00O 00O ORAINFALL IN CHINAL 1900—191100 00 O [J Issued July 2900 191607 [0 O [Dated[] Cambridge
(0 Mass[] [0 Marld 2100 191600 100 0 INTRODUCTIONO O [0 As the fluctuation in rainfall from year to year is
great[ it is always a difficult matter to discuss the subject and draw isohyets with accuracy and intelligence unless
we have a long series of reliable observations well istributed over the region under discussion] [0 [0 China has been
backward on all subj ects meteorological(] The data on rainfall in China are mostly spasmodic inaccurate[J and
limited to recent years only[] The data on rainfall in this article are based on Rev[] Louis Froc’ swork® LaPluie
en Chineld durant une period de onze ann6es] 1900—191100 " published by the Catholic Mission of Zi[J ka
—weil] Shanghaill Chinald These are[] no doubt[] the most recent and at the same time the most reliable data on
the rainfall in Chinald In all[] there are 88 sta-tions divided into four classes according to the length of the record
of rainfall] In the first classC] which comprises 34 stations[] all except 4 have data extending through the period
of 11 years[] The records of the remaining stations are incom[] plete[] varying in length from eight to two or three
years[] The stations are not verY well distributed but are ncentratedmostly along the coast and the vallev of the
Yangtze River[d in the northwest they are entirely wanting[] The area of china prop—erQ according to Mill

" International Geography[J is approximately 11 3000J 000 souare miles Assuming that all the data of the 88
stations were available and that thev were uniformly distributed(] there still would be only one station to everv 1

(1 500 square milest] [ [J It is evident that a rainfall map based upon these data can only be tentative] If the
stations were more numerous and better distributed[] and if the records extended over a longer period(] the map
would be probably quite different from what it isC]
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