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] O Barrier-flee architecture. This smacks of old peoples home, housing for the disabled or hospitals. This term is
still associated with buildings for "disadvantaged fringe groups". But barrier-free architecture is valued by far more
people than the disabled or aged, for whom it eases participation in private and social daily life. Because being
disabled does not only mean that one has to get to grips with ones environment with permanent physical
constraints. A disability may also relate to a situation. Por example, when one has to climb a staircase, loaded down
with suitcases; when one cannot get the shopping trolley from the supermarket to the car in the car park; when one
stands helplessly in front of a staircase with a pram or one does not know how to get the pram from the platform
into the tram carriage. That is why there are now low-rise trams and buses with appropriately modified platforms.
The new technology being used in public transport is an excellent example of just how much broader the definition
of "disabled" has become - and how universal the solutions for barrier- free access can be. In this case, there is a rule
of thumb: if a small child can get on without difficulty, it is just right for an old person with a walking stick; that
which helps a mother with a pram is also of assistance to people with crutches, walking frames or wheelchairs.
Therefore, it is no longer a question of fulfilling the politically correct and meanwhile completely unrealistic
demand of making a building "wheelchair-friendly”, but rather a question of creating a freedom from barriers
which is not stigmatised or intended to serve as an a alibi but which is a natural matter of course.J O What barrier
freedom meanst] [J German legislation also reflects this credo. In the so-called Equality for Disabled Persons Act,
which is supposed to regulate implementation at national level, it is stated that: "Buildings and other structures,
means of transport, technical tools, information processing systems, acoustic and visual sources of information and
communication facilities and other designed areas of living are barrier-free if they are accessible to and usable by
disabled people in the normal way, without special difficulty and completely without assistance.] [1 Barrier-free
building means that the world we create ourselves - from pavement to house to light switch must be so designed
that it is open to all people, irrespective of their given physical condition or age, without assistance and without
restriction.
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