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0000000000000 D0ODODOO000O0O0ODOD Therewas once avery small island overgrown
with trees in aboundless sea. In the center of the island was a lake called the East Sea.Except for a roc and a number
of other birds, there were no inhabitantsthere. Once the roc flew to the side of the East Sea and drank half of thelake
water at one go. Thereafter he became self-conceited and often boastedto the other birds, "There are no other
animals as big as | in the wholeworld! " And he added that he would go places for fun and make a showof his
strength.On the vast sea the roc flew and flew and he was beginning to feel tiredwhen he saw two very thick big
black columns rising out of the sea. He thenflew there and softly lighted on one of them for a rest. Suddenly, a
voiceboomed out from under the black columns, "What are you that dare lightn my tentacle? " Frightened, the roc
hastily looked down: he was restingon one of the tentacles of a big lobster ! Panic-stricken, the roc flew awaysaying
in great shock, "Good heavens! | have always thought that it isme who is the biggest in the world. How is it that
even a lobster's tentacleis far bigger than 1? " Crestfallen, the roc flew to where he came from.On the other hand, the
lobster, too, grew conceited thinking thatsince the biggest roc could not compare with him, what other
creaturescould be bigger than he? So he swam here and there in the limitless sealike a triumphant conqueror. He
swam and swam and was beginning to feela little tired when he suddenly spied a dark hole in front of him. The
lobsterwanted very much to get into it to rest for a while. But who could havethought that it was nothing but a
whale's nostril into which he had crawled.The lobster made such a noise wrigging and twisting and the whale's
nostrilwas tickled so much that the whale went "Atisshoo" and the lobster wasejected onto the top of Mount Tai.
Thus the lobster lost his spine——once andfor all.
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