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[0 O The final event in the Olympics is the marathon. It is also usually the mostexciting. As the leader comes into
the stadium to run the last few meters of the42-kilo-metre racel] thecrowd rises to its feet to shout and cheer. The
name ofthe race comes frond a battle in Ancient Greece. According to the story[] asoldier ran from the scene of
the battlel] Marathon[ to Athens[] to bring thenews of a Greek victory against the Persians. He died just after
arriving.l0 O The marathon has been an Olympic event since the modem games startedin 1896. At first the distance
was 40 kilometers the distance betweenMarathon and Athens. In 19080 however[d at the London OlympicsO it
waschanged. The King of England wanted the runners to leave from his castle inwWindsor and arrive in a new
stadium in central London. The distance was 26miles——about 42 kilometers. In factl] the 1908 marathon ended
dramatically(] (0 OO O O . When the leader] an Italian] entered the stadium he turned the wrongway and fell
onto the ground. Officials picked him up and helped him to thefinishing linel] just as the second runnerd an
American[] entered the stadium.The Americans protested [J [J [0 0 and in the end the American runner
wasdeclaredd] O [J [0 the winner. Since thenl there have been many more excitingmarathons.
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