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Youthful adventures1Sir Wlinslon Leonard Spencer Churchill(1874-1965), prime minister, was born at Blenheim
Palace,Oxfordshire, the family home of the dukes of Marlbor-ough, on 30 November 5874. His father, Lord
RandolphHenry Spencer Churchill 0849-1895), was the third sonof the seventh duke and a descendant of John
Churchill first duke of Marlborough, Queen Anne's commander-in-chief during the War of the Spanish
SuccessionS. His mother,Jeanette (Jennie) Churchill (1854-1921), was the daughterof Leonard Jerome, a New
York financier whose ancestorshad fought against the British in the American War of Inde-pendence. According to
a Jerome family tradition acceptedby Churchill himself, Jennie's mother, Clara, was of Iroquoisdescent, but proof is
lacking.Sehooldays: flouting the rulesiennie and Lord Randolph were married at the Britishembassy in Paris on 15
April 1874. Winston Churchill's dateof birth has given rise to speculation that he was conceived before the
wedding, but the only certainty is that he wasborn prematurely. Preparations were made for the birth totake place
in London, but after slipping and falling duringa visit to Blenheim Jennie went into labour, the local doctorwas
summoned, and the baby was delivered at 1.30 a.m. on30 November.When the seventh duke was appointed
viceroy of Ireland inJanuary 1877, the Churchills moved to Dublin. Winston wasaccompanied by his nanny, Mrs
Elizabeth Everest, who tookhim for walks in Phoenix Park and warned him against agroup of evil men known as
Fenians. Shortly after the birthof his brother John Strange Spencer (Jack) Churchill (1880-1947) in February 1880,
the family returned to London,where Winston began to build up an impressive collectionof toy soldiers in the
nursery. At eight he was sent to aboarding-school at Ascot where the headmaster took a plea-sure in flogging the
boys until their bottoms ran with blood.Winston performed well in some subiecta but his reportsoften referred to
his unruly behaviour. According to oneauthority, he was birched for stealing sugar from the pantryand retaliated
by kicking the headmaster’s straw hat topieces (Churchill and Gilbert, 1.55). When he fell ill hisparents transferred
him to a school at Brighton where hewas much happier but came bottom of the class for conduct.Neither of
Churchill's parents lacked affection for Winston,but they gave him little attention and he felt profoundlyneglected.
Lord Randolph's short and troubled life wasdevoted mainly to politics: Winston could recall only twoor three long
and intimate conversations with him. LadyRandolph, meanwhile, revelled in high society.She shone.
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