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(0 O " Blasphemy! " cried the Old Men. " Blasphemy and sacrilege! Afit punishment for his crime! He has lost his
reason. He dares to scoff at the Law as it was written down a thousand years ago. He de-serves to die!"[J [0 And
they took up heavy stones.[] [0 And they killed him.OO O And his body they threw at the foot of the cliffs, that it
might lie there as a warning to all who questioned the wisdom of the ancestors. Then it happened a short time later
that there was a great drought. The little Brook of Knowledge ran dry. The cattle died of thirst. The harvest perished
in the fields, and there was hunger in the Valley of Ignorance.CJ [0 The Old Men Who Knew, however, were not
disheartened. Everything would all come right in the end, they prophesied, for so it was writ in their most Holy
Chapters.Besides, they themselves needed but little food. They were sovery old.[0 [0 Winter came.[] [ The village
was deserted.[] [ More than half of the populace died from sheer want.C1 [ The only hope for those who survived
lay beyond the mountains.[] [J But the Law said, " No!"[J [ And the Law must be obeyed.[J [J One night there
was a rebellion.[] [0 Despair gave courage to those whom fear had forced into silence.Feebly the Old Men
protested.[] [ They were pushed aside. They complained of theirlot.J 0 OO0 00000 0OOOOO
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